AUDIO Rﬂi ‘ T
Q. My stereo comtains no tuner, but
the harh who lives up the street
comes ih loud and clear. The signal is
not affected by the volume control.
How cap | stop this ?—David Sluiter,
Grand Haven, MI.

tion. That is, the r-f signal is being picked
up by a wire (probably the speaker
leads) and introduced to the circuitry
somewhere past the volume control. Itis
then detected or demodulated into an
audio signal by a diode, transistor junc-
tion, orjpossibly even a poor metal-to-
metal cennection. Once the signal is de-
modulated, it is amplified along with the
programh material you are listening 1o
and deltvered to the speakers.

The {-f signal can also enter via the
power cable, path cords, or in severe
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cases ¢an be picked up directly by wir-
ing within the amplifier or preamp if the
compo_hents are not completely shield-
ed. Signal leads can be consecutively
unplugged to determine the t-f entry
path.

In ypur case, | suspect the speaker
leads. [Disconnect them, but monitor the
amplifisr output through headphones.
Wrap ixp the headphone cable to reduce
its length. If the RF1 has stopped, install
0.001 ?;.F disc ceramic capacitors from
each side of the speaker outputs to the
chassis and ground the chassis as
shown here. if the RFI persisis, remove
the iirfe cord from the wall socket. If the
RFI stops immediately, that's how it's
getting in. You can prevent this by in-
stal'lir%; a ‘brute force’ line filter. If it fades
awaylas the capacitors discharge, the r-f
is entering via another route.,

In éases where the volume control af-

-fects jthe interference, the signal is en-
tering_l at an earlier stage. Remove one
input{ patch cord at a time until the r-f
stops to determine the r-f entry point.
Shielding the patch cord with a ground-
ed cépper braid, or installing small by-
pass} capacitors, ferrite beads, or r-f
chokps at the appropriate input jacks.

By all means notify the ham that you

are ;periencing RFI. Although he is not

obligated to help you, he often will coop-
erate by setting up a series of test trans-
misgions and by giving you some techni-
cal advice.
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